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SPIN: The Pacific Sport Institute Sport Innovation Centre

To harness technology expertise across Canada and develop and apply new technology in sport which will enhance the international success of Canadian athletes. 

Athletes who reach the international podium most often have a leading technological edge. The latest innovation may have made them 1/100th of a second faster than their next-place competitor – an innovation that is the result of hours of research and development in a lab far from the competition

SPIN, created to provide leadership in technology development and innovation for performance sport, is the one of three PacificSport Performance Labs in the province. Dr. Gord Sleivert, PacificSport’s internationally recognized VP Sport Performance, heads SPIN, currently located at the Vancouver Island Technology Park 

Athletes, coaches and full-time human performance specialists work closely with Vancouver Island hi-tech companies, academics, technologists, engineers, computer experts and trades people to provide innovative solutions for sport.  

This facility will play a leading contributing role in athlete performance at future summer and winter Games, including the 2010 Olympic and Paralympic Winter Games. 
World-Class Experts

The success of SPIN is clearly dependent upon world-class experts. In the next few months, PacificSport will employ a full-time Sport Technologist, Biomechanist, Physiologist, Performance Analyst and two Strength & Conditioning specialists, many of whom will be working with SPIN. In addition, PacificSport in partnership with Camosun College and thanks in part to the Province of BC through the Leading Edge Endowment Fund, is progressing to the second stage of establishing a BC Innovation Chair in Sport Technology. This Chair will provide critical and sustained leadership for SPIN and ultimately help sport win more medals on the international podium. $1.25 million will be contributed by the province to this initiative once matching dollars are raised through the corporate sector. 
SPIN will be a hub for sport innovation. Sport technologists will work in the field with sports during both training and competition to develop technology concepts. These concepts will be translated into prototypes at SPIN and then sent back to the sports for testing and refinement until all users are satisfied that the technology is serving its purpose. In the final stage of development, SPIN will work with business to transform the prototypes into products that can be used by our sports to gain a competitive edge and provide economic benefit to the technology sector and crossover benefits to health, wellness and industry.  

PacificSport Mobile

The PacificSport Mobile, a mobile sport science laboratory already built by PacificSport, will support SPIN. This “first of its kind” lab in Canada, the PacificSport Mobile is a fully-equipped mobile lab that allows on-site sport science support at training camps and competitions. It also provides fitness, health and activity testing at community sport events and in schools.

An Innovation Epicentre 
SPIN will eventually be located at The PacificSport Institute a $36 million facility with 117,570 square feet of space encompassing sport training and recovery facilities, Sport Science, Technology (SPIN) and Sport Medicine Centres, Sport Administration and Education space. SPIN will catalyze the abilities of world class Canadian athletes, coaches, sport science and technology innovators to create a Canadian movement to sport excellence which will impact on the 2010 Winter Olympic Games and beyond. This is Canada taking its rightful place in sport.
Contact Information: Dr. Gord Sleivert, PacificSport VP Sport Performance, 744-5536 or gsleivert@pacificsport.com
